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reported to school staff.  The school will work to protect the confidentiality of all involved within the limits 

of law.  

Supervision of Students Before and After School or During School Activities 

School authorities are charged with the responsibility of supervising students no longer than thirty (30) 

minutes before or after school hours while such students are on campus, or thirty (30) minutes before or 
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Student Rights and Responsibilities 

Students shall have: 

¶ 
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¶ Loss of privileges (34) 

¶ Peer mediation (35) 

¶ Daily or weekly report to parents (36) 

¶ Referral to Guidance Counselor, School Nurse, School Psychologist, School Social Worker, School 

Resource Office, Behavior Specialist, School-based Intervention Team (S-BIT), Community 

Agency/Services or similar resource (37) 

¶ Detention (38) 

¶ Bicycle privilege revoked (39) 

¶ Parking privilege revoked (40) 

¶ Referral to Dept. of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (41) 

¶ In-school suspension (ISS).  (The student will report to school at the stipulated time but will not be 

able to follow the regular schedule or to attend extracurricular activities.) (42) 

¶ Bus suspension (The student will not access school transportation, for any reason, during the period 

of suspension.  The student is required to attend school during the period of bus suspension.) (43) 

¶ Out-of-school suspension (OSS) (The student will not be permitted on any school board property 

during the period of suspension) (44) 

¶ Referral to law enforcement agency (investigation or arrest) (46) 

¶ Recommendation for bus expulsion (47) 

¶ Recommendation for expulsion (48) 

¶ Alternative to suspension (ATS) (49) 

¶ Change of placement (ESE only, 45-day rule) (50) 

¶ Threat assessment (51) 

¶ Functional Behavioral Assessment/Behavioral Intervention Plan (52) 

¶ Confiscation of items or devices (53) 

¶ Recommendation for alternative placement (57)

������



9 

 

ninety (90) school days from the date the school becomes aware of said violation.  After the days of 

suspension from participation are completed, the principal or designee will review the suspension and make 
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All elementary, middle and high school students who are absent will be marked ñunexcusedò (U) until the 

parent/guardian notifies the school in writing and justifies the absence with one of the acceptable reasons 

as defined below: 

¶ Failure to do so within three (3) school days will cause the absence to be recorded as ñunexcusedò 

¶ In the case of excessive or extended absences, which are claimed to be due to illness, upon request 

of the principal or designee, a parent must provide documentation (doctorôs statement) of a student's 

illness 

¶ Excessive or extended absences are considered five (5) in one calendar month or ten (10) in one 

semester, or a history of excessive absences per period as defined below under Student 
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¶ Contact school-based members of the studentôs 504 or IEP team(s) to obtain information as to 

whether the student has made appropriate and sufficient progress, in light of the studentôs 

disabilities and needs.  (For the purposes of this section, a 504 or IEP team meeting does not need 

to be conducted, but instead, the administrator may speak with several school-based members of 

the team on an individual basis to obtain information) 

¶ Take into consideration whether or not the studentôs off-track status, or lack of sufficient progress 

under the program, is a manifestation of the student's disability.  In doing so, you must also ensure 

there is evidence that the components of the IEP (i.e. FBA/BIP, accommodations) have been 

implemented with fidelity 

¶ If the studentôs off-track status, or lack of sufficient progress under the program, is a manifestation 

(direct result) of the student's disability (or a product of failing to implement the plan with fidelity), 

and if the student has made appropriate and sufficient progress, in light of the student's disabilities 

and needs, then the student should have the opportunity to engage in the relevant activity or 

privilege (with the exception being that a student must meet graduation requirements to engage in 

any graduation-related ceremonies) 

School administrators may consider any of the following when determining Attendance/On-Track 

incentives: 

Reserved premium parking spots, AM/PM school announcer, spirit gear (lanyards, shirts, hoodies, mini 

locker mirrors, keychains, drawstring bags, magnetic locker items), event passes, reward store gift cards, 

snacks, school supplies, miscellaneous donated items (coupons, gift cards, etc.) and lunch game video 

rental.  Student designed lounge where students can earn/purchase a pass with reward points.  This area 

could be open before school and during all lunch and would be supervised by volunteer staff.  The lounge 

could feature air hockey, table tennis, cornhole, Xbox, Jumbo Jenga, Legos, refreshment bar, board games, 

bean bag seating, etc. 

 

Tardy Hall/Detention (Secondary Only) 

Principals or designees shall have the authority to establish tardy halls where students serve immediate 

detention for unexcused class tardies.  Principals or designees may also assign other interventions and/or 

consequences for tardies consistent with what is detailed herein 
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¶ when requested by front office or non-instructional staff 

¶ emergency ï As practiced in Active Threat or Crisis Drills 

 

 

Violations may result in the following interventions and consequences 

¶ First Offense 

o behavior referral 

o student conference 

o reteach of school expectations and protocols 

o notice of the consequences for a second offense 

o parent notification by phone 

¶ Second Offense 

o behavior referral 

o parent/teacher/student conference 

o reteach of school expectations and protocols 

o notice of the consequences for a third offense  

o student reflection sheet or skipping module 

o loss of privilege ï classroom pass restriction  

o detention ï lunch or afterschool 

¶ Third Offense 

o behavior referral 

o parent/student meeting with administrator or designee 

o reteach of school expectations and protocols
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battery, lewdness and indecent exposure, abuse of children, robbery, robbery of sudden snatching, 

carjacking, or home-invasion/robbery. (F.S. 1006.13) 

 

 

Student Felony Reports 

F.S. 1006.08(2) requires law enforcement agencies and courts to notify schools when a student is accused 

o
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¶ Harmful and/or injury to self, school personnel and others 

 

 

 

Self
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The principal, or designee, shall determine the appropriateness of dress and appearance in accordance with 

the guidelines distributed by the school, school board policy and guidelines contained herein.  The principal, 

or designee, will make the decision if a studentôs appearance meets school and community standards.  The 

principalôs decision on the appropriateness of dress is final as long as it does not contradict official district 

policy listed herein or elsewhere.  

Principals may add additional dress code guidelines unique to their school.  These changes must be 

reasonable in scope, consistent with guidelines contained herein and elsewhere in district policy and the 

school must give parents/guardians adequate notice of said changes.  Parents should be provided notice 

beginning-of-year or at least three weeks prior to the initiation of any new policy. 

These guidelines are in effect while on any District School Board of Pasco County school or campus, at 

any school function or on any school-sponsored transportation. 

¶ Students must wear clothing that has fabric on the front, back and on the sides (under the arms) and 

shoes 

¶ Shirts and dresses must have fabric on the front, back and on the sides (under the arms) 

¶ Shirts must have straps  

¶ Clothing must cover undergarments (this includes straps and waistbands) 

¶ Fabric covering chests, genitals and buttocks must be opaque 

¶ Clothing must be suitable for all scheduled classroom activities including physical education, 

science labs, wood shop and other activities where unique hazards exist 

¶ Specialized courses may require specialized attire, such as sports uniforms or safety gear 

 

The following types of clothing, items, accessories and apparel are considered inappropriate for the school 

environment: 

¶ Any clothing that exposes underwear, body parts and/or skin in an indecent or vulgar manner 

¶ Any clothing that substantially disrupts the school environment or causes safety concerns 

¶ Any clothing that depicts profanity, drugs or alcohol, violent images or vulgarity in any form 

¶ Any clothing that depicts sexually implicit or explicit images 

¶ Any clothing that depicts gang-related images, indicates gang affiliation or antisocial group 

affiliation 

¶ Wallet chains, spiked jewelry, dog collars or similar items 

¶ Slippers or similar shoes 

¶ Pajamas or costumes (unless approved by school administration for special events, etc.) 

¶ Hats, bandanas or head coverings (unless preapproved administratively for medical, religious 

reasons and/or for special school activities) 

Wearing clothing or accessories 





23 

 

The following examples of academic dishonesty will result in disciplinary action.  These are examples for 

guidance purposes and do not constitute an exhaustive list. 
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expectations also apply to extracurricular and co-curricular activities that occur before or after the school 

day.   

Grades 9 through 12 – Students in grades 9 through 12 who bring WCDs to school must ensure that they 

remain on silent mode and completely out of view for the entire school day except for the studentôs lunch 

period, in between class periods, or as expressly authorized by the classroom teacher for a specific 

instructional activity.  Classroom teachers may also provide, and student may utilize, a cell phone storage 

area in their classroom.  These expectations also apply to extra-curricular and co-curricular activities that 

occur before or after the school day.  

The District will utilize its existing IEP, Section 504 plan, and student medical processes and procedures to 

evaluate requests for accommodation that are supported with the needed documentation.  

With the approval of their respective Assistant Superintendent and based on the specific facts and 

circumstances at their school, a school principal may impose more restrictive conditions at their school. 

Unauthorized Use of a WCD: 

¶ Engaging in non-educated-related communications and/or usage during instructional time 

¶ Capturing, recording or transmitting the words or sounds, audio, images, pictures and/or video of 

any staff member or other person in the school or while attending a school-related activity without 

expressed prior notice and explicit written and/or verbal consent of said party and/or as indicated 

by a studentôs Individual Education Plan (IEP) 

¶ Capturing, recording or transmitting the words or sounds, audio, images, pictures and/or video of 

any student, in the school or while attending a school-related activity without expressed prior notice 

and explicit written and/or verbal consent of said party and/or as indicated by a studentôs Individual 

Education Plan (IEP) 

¶ Capturing and/or recording fights or similar events, and/or subsequent posting of said 

recording/images to social media and similar outlets 

¶ Distracting use/behavior that creates an unsafe environment 

¶ Taking pictures, recording video or any similar activity in locker rooms, shower facilities, and/or 

rest/bathrooms
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¶ Any potentially illegal activity regarding WCD may lead to the confiscation of said device and 

delivery of said device to law enforcement and/or referring the issue to Child Protective Services 

as appropriate 

 

 

 

Responsible Electronic Use Rules for Students 

I have access to the Internet, school networks, district provided electronic accounts, email, and electronic 

devices and other ñelectronic resourcesò so I can: 

¶ Expand my learning 

¶ Communicate with others about what I am learning 

¶ Research topics for class projects or for my personal learning 

¶ Create products highlighting my learning 

¶ Learning how to be a responsible and productive digital citizen 

Students Acknowledge That: 

¶ Electronic devices include but are not limited to computers, netbooks, iPads, iPods, tablets, cell 

phones, cameras, wearable devices, and other electronic devices that allow me to create and 

communicate. 

¶ I am responsible for all my online activities that take place through the network connection with 

my schoolôs devices, electronic accounts, email, or through access with my own personal electronic 

devices. 

¶ I am responsible for obeying all laws, including copyright.  This also means I may not use the 

district logo or other district-owned content on my personal posts. 

¶ I do not have the right of privacy when accessing the Internet or network while at school. 

¶ Communicating electronically includes using my camera and cell phone to communicate visually. 

¶ When communicating electronically, I should ask myself:  Do I have permission?  Is it safe? Is it 

kind? Is it respectful? Is it appropriate? 

¶ I do not have an absolute right to take, publish/post photographs or videos of others at school, as it 

may impact their individual rights of privacy. 

¶ Bullying or harassing someone either in person or electronically is wrong, violates the Student 

Code of Conduct, and is against the law.  

¶ Information I find on the Internet is not necessarily true or accurate. 

¶ There are filters to prevent access to inappropriate information, but no filter is perfect.  Every user 

http://www.safeflorida.net/safesurf




27 

 

When participating in a classroom or conference, all students must have their audio and video activated 

during the class or conference to permit the teacher of staff to visibly see and audibly hear the student.  

Failure to do so is a disciplinable offense with a first offense being coded as disrespect toward student or 

staff (1Q), and a second and subsequent offenses being coded as defying, disobeying or disrespecting school 

personnel (2R), or as otherwise permitted in the Student Code of Conduct.  Teachers and staff may, as they 

deem appropriate, permit students to turn off their video or audio for limited and specific purposes.  

Teachers and staff may also disable the video and audio for a student when that student is engaging in 

actions that are disruptive to the learning environment.  When a teacher orited and 
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weblog in which the creator assumes the identity of another person, or the knowing impersonation of 

another person as the author of posted content or messages, if the creation or impersonation creates any of 

the conditions enumerated by the definition of bullying.  Cyberbullying also includes the distribution by 

electronic means of a communication to more than one (1) person or the posting of material on an electronic 

medium that may be accessed by one (1) or more persons, if the distribution or posting creates any of the 

conditions enumerated in the definition of bullying.  

Harassment 

Harassment means any threatening, insulting , or dehumanizing gesture, use of date or computer software, 

or written, verbal or physical conduct (including slurs, nicknames implying stereotypes, epithe
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Zero Tolerance Policy 

It is the intent of the School Board to promote a safe and supportive learning environment in schools, to 

protect students and staff from conduct that poses a serious threat to school safety, and to encourage schools 

to use alternatives to 
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A student that commits a criminal offense may receive a civil citation and/or participate in a pre-arrest 

diversion program as an alternative to arrest should they meet all applicable criteria for such a citation 

and/or program. 

Students that commit a petty act of misconduct will be subject to the Districtôs Progressive Discipline and 

Supports policy detailed herein and in other district policy and procedures.  Any noncriminal offenses and 

participation in related school-based intervention programs will not be entered in the Department of 

Juvenile Justice Information System Prevention Web.  

 

School Bus Rules 

The 
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¶ Students will not throw or project anything inside or out of the bus 

¶ Students will not litter, mark, deface, or damage any part of the bus 

¶ Students will sit in any seat assigned to them 

¶ Students will not eat, drink, or smoke on the bus 

¶ The emergency exit will be used only in cases of emergency 

¶ No animals (dead or alive), glass or glass containers, sharp objects, ball bats, cutting instruments, 

batons, drumsticks, or other objects that could become dangerous projectiles during a sudden stop 

or accident will be allowed on the bus without prior permission of the driver 

¶ Large objects (larger than students can safely hold in their laps), including band instruments, which 

interfere with seating and safety of others, will not be permitted on the bus without prior permission 

of the driver 

¶ Students will not exit the rear emergency door of the school bus, other than in an emergency 

situation as determined by the driver 

¶ Students will not engage in behaviors that could negatively impact the safety of those on board the 

bus 

The above rules will also apply on extracurricular and athletic trips.  

The following procedural interventions are recommended when appropriate: 

First offense:   Parent contact and disciplinary action as decided by the principal or designee 

Second offense:   3-day bus suspension 

Third offense:   5-day bus suspension.   

At the third referral, there will be a review of the student's behavioral and 

intervention history, which will culminate in the development of an intervention 

plan for the student specifically addressing bus behaviors of concern.  The parents 

will be invited to participate in this review. 

Fourth offense:   10-day bus suspension 

A written warning of fourth offense and potential for bus expulsion must be sent 
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¶ 
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student/family and other mitigating 
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¶ The Superintendent or designee may only ban a student from campus or the bus during formal 

appeal if the studentôs presence poses an imminent threat of danger or risk of a major campus 

disruption as defined elsewhere in this document, in such cases, the appeal shall be expedited 

¶ Suspension of extracurricular activities and athletics will remain in effect during the appeal 

School Level Appeals 

¶ Parents/guardians and students over the age of eighteen (18) have the right to appeal any assignment 

of ISS, OSS or bus suspension that they feel is unfair.  Consequences other than ISS, OSS or bus 

suspension are not subject to appeal 

¶ Appeal requests must be addressed to the school principal, initiated verbally and followed up in 

writing or email within three (3) days of the assignment of said disciplinary action 

¶ If the appeal is not initiated within three (3) days of the disciplinary action, the disciplinary action 

will be implemented and there will be no further right of appeal 

¶ The person hearing the case cannot have been a witness to, have assigned the original consequence 

or have been otherwise involved in the incident that resulted in the proposed discipline 

¶ School principals will review all grievances and hear all appeals 

¶ Upon principal discretion, a neighboring principal or other administrator may hear the appeal if the 

building principal assigns the original referral 

¶ The principalôs decision will be final on all appeals regarding ISS, OSS of one (1) to five (5) days 

¶ Any appeals regarding OSS of six (6) to ten (10) days shall be heard at the school level first and 

may be further appealed at the district level.  (see district level appeals) 

District Level Appeals 

¶ The participants at the hearing will be limited to those with a relevant interest in the matter at hand, 

as determined by the Superintendent or designee 

o The Superintendent or designee may not limit attendance in cases involving ESE or 504 

plan students per state statute 

¶ Only the evidence presented during the hearing will be used to make a decision 

¶ The Superintendent or designee will provide a written decision 

¶ Said decision will be provided at the end of the hearing or sent to the student or parent/guardian 

within approximately one (1) calendar week, and shall include notice of the right of due process 

appeal to the school board in cases of an expulsion recommendation 

¶ Any out-of-school (OSS) or bus suspension of six (6) to ten (10) days may be further appealed at 

the district level 

o Such appeals must first be heard at the school level 

o Any requests for a district level appeal must be submitted in writing within three (3) days 

of the principalôs decision 

o If the appeal is not initiated within three (3) days of the principalôs decision, the disciplinary 

action will be implemented and there will be no further right of appeal 

o All district level appeals are held at the district office in Land Oô Lakes 

o The Superintendent or designee may uphold, reverse, or modify the suspension 

o The decision of the Superintendentôs designee is final on any OSS or bus suspension 

appeals 

 

Reciprocal Discipline 
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The District School Board of Pasco County will uphold and enforce disciplinary proceedings from other 

public-school districts.  If a student was expelled or disciplinarily reassigned in another district, Pasco 

County will enforce said expulsion or alternative placement.  An official disciplinary placement letter or 

hearing outcome must be presented that details the length of placement or expulsion, conditions for return 

and other critical information regarding the placement or expulsion.  The District School Board of Pasco 

County will only enforce the original placement duration as stipulated in the sending districtôs placement 

letter.  (F. S. 1006.07) 

 

 

Off-Campus Felony 

A student who has been formally charged by a proper prosecuting attorney with a felony, or with a 

delinquent act which would be a felony if committed by an adult, which allegedly occurred on property 

other than public school property, or a student who has been adjudicated guilty of a felony, may be subject 

to suspension, expulsion, alternative placement, and/or exclusion form extracurricular activities if that 
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¶ TOOLS is optional:  OSS consequences will be reduced for successful completion of program 

 

Major Disruption on Campus 

Defined as a major disruption of all or a significant portion of campus activities, school-sponsored events, 

and school bus transportation, as well as disruptive behavior that poses a serious threat to the learning 

environment, health, safety, or welfare of others.  

 

 

 

Examples: 

¶ Closure of all or part of the school 

¶ Student or making bomb threat that disrupts school function 

¶ Student engaging in disruptive behavior that causes the bus driver to stop the bus to ensure the 

safety of the group 

¶ Student or other causing an incident that results in closing the cafeteria 

¶ Student or other inciting a riot 

¶ Student or other pulling a fire alarm 

¶ Student or other deliberately crashing the school computer system 

¶ Student or other causing an incident that prevents other students from proceeding to the next class 

or prevents egress 

Non-examples: 

¶ Disruption of a single classroom 

¶ Student defying authority 

¶ Student talking loudly on a moving bus 

(FLDOE SESIR guidelines) 

 

Student Peaceful Assembly 

Students have the right to peacefully assemble, in accordance with school board policy, on school grounds 

and the responsibility to assemble in such a way as to avoid disrupting the educational process or conflicting 

with school rules.  

 

The students engaging in limited walkouts or peaceful assemblies cannot act in a disruptive manner and 

cannot engage in behaviors that would cause a disruption of the educational environment or otherwise 

adversely impact the schoolôs operation.  For example, the participants cannot be so loud as to disrupt 

classes.  The participants cannot block hallways.  The participants will not be allowed in unauthorized areas.  

The following considerations and guidelines should be followed: 

¶ Any such peaceful demonstration or walkout should be limited to fifteen (15) minutes or less. 

¶ The place of the peaceful assembly must be a place where students are typically permitted to access 

and gather (such as courtyard). 

¶
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¶ 
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Discipline Matrix
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1B Inappropriate public display of affection          

1C Running, tripping, pushing, hitting or similar aggressive acts          

1E Tardiness  X X X      

1I Unauthorized possession or use of toys, audio or wireless communication 

devices, collectibles or other items or materials that are inappropriate for 

educational setting 

         

1K Violation of dress and appearance code          

1L Unauthorized location          

1M Violation of traffic, parking, bus or bicycle regulations      P    

1P Failure to comply with classroom, school or bus rules      P    

1Q Disrespect toward student or staff          

 

 Level Two   
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access, the parent or eligible student has the right to challenge the content and request correction/deletion 

of records if he/she thinks they are misleading or inaccurate. 

These requests should be made to the school principal and may be further appealed to the Superintendent 

(or designee).  Who else has the right to access student records? 

An educational agency/institution may disclose personally identifiable information from a studentôs 

education record without prior written consent of the parent or eligible student if the disclosure is: 

¶ ñDirectory Information,ò which is information contained in the studentôs education record that 

would not generally be considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed.  Directory 

information includes: studentôs name, address, Sec. 1.07 telephone number (if listed), date and 

place of birth, dates of attendance at an educational institution, name of most recent previous 

educational institution attended, major field of study, grade level, diploma, degrees, awards and 

honors received, participation in officially recognized activities and sports, weight and height of 

members of athletics teams, and photograph(s).  Parents who object to the release of directory 

information on their child
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o Illegal, antisocial, self




